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ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 
U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 


BUENOS AIRES 1758 

USCINCSO QUARRY HTS FOR INTAFF 

E.O. 12065: GDS 3/12/87 (KING, JOHN P.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: (U) ARREST OF MOTHERS OF PLUWA DE MAYO 


Maigam P. Grafeld, Director 

Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny 

ExempUonCs); 

Declaisl/y: ( ) In Part (Afln Full 

( JClasslfyas ( JExiendas ( JDowngndetD. 

D«e Declassllyon Reason 


1. (U) AT 3:45 PM LOCAL MAR 12, POLICE CORDONED OFF GROUP OF 

MOTHERS OF THE PLAZA BSMAYO WHO WERE BEGINNING THEIR 
PERIODIC THRUSDAY VIGIL IN THE PLAZA IN FRONT OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. ACCORDING TO A POLICE COMMUNIQUE 
ISSUED AT 7 PM, 68 DEMONSTRATORS (67 WOMEN AND ONE 
FRANSICIAN PRIEST) WHO HAD BEEN TAKEN AWAY FROM 
THE PLAZA IN A POLICE BUS TO NEARBY PRECINCT STATION 
HAD BEEN "DEMORADOS" -- LITERALLY DELAYED FOR ROUTINE 
IDENTITY CHECK -- WERE BEING RELEASED THIS EVENING. 

EMBASSY IS TRYING TO CONFIRM RELEASE WITH HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND PRESS SOURCES WHO GAVE US FIRST WORD OF DETENTIONS. 


2. WHEN REPORTS OF THE ARRESTS WERE CONFIRMED, BUT 

BEFORE POLICE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED, WE WERE IN TOURCH WITH 
FONOFF (ECHAUE, NORTH AMERICAN DIVISION) TO APPRISE 
HIM OF OBVIOUS DAMAGE INCIDENT COULD CREATE FOR PRESIDENT- 
DESIGNATE VIOLA ON THE EVE OF HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 
SCHAUE CALLED BACK ABOUT FOUR PM TO REPORT FONMIN PASTOR 
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lAD BEEN PROVIDED ALL THE INFORMATION WE HAD AND THAT 
IE, PASTOR, WAS "TAKING STEPS WITH THE APPROPRIATE 
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AUTHORITIES . " ECHAUE SAID HE HOPED FOR RELEASE 
TONIGHT. WE DO NOT KNOW IF THERE WAS CASUAL RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN PASTOR BEING INFORMED AND ISSUANCE OF POLICE 
STATEMENT . 

3 . NOR DO WE KNOW ANYTHING YET ABOUT MOTIVE FOR 

THE POLICE ACTION WHICH, FROM ALL ACCOUNTS, APPEARS TO 
HAVE BEEN BOTH UNPROVOKED AND RATHER ROUGHLY EXECUTED. 

CONSENSUS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY, SHARED BY 
SOME NEWSMEN QUERYING US ABOUT WHAT STARTED OUT AS MERE 
RUMOR, IS THAT THE WHOLE EPISODE WAS DELIBERATELY 
ENGINEERED BY GOA HARDLINERS WHO EITHER WANT TO EMBARRASS 
GIOLA OR TO SEND HIM A STRONG MESSAGE. EMBARRASSMENT 
FOR THE HELL OF IT IS NOT ENTIRELY DISCARDED IN THIS 
SPECULATION IT IS RECALLED THE LAST TIME AN ARGETNINE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE WENT TO US -- VIDELA FOR THE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATY CEREMONY IN SEPTEMBER 77 -- A WELL-KNOWN LABOR 
LEADER WAS KIDNAPPED, "DISAPPEARED" FOR A MONTH, AND 
THEN "REAPPEARED, " BY POLICE WHO SAID AT THE TIME THEY 
HAD FOUND HIM. IF THE MOTIVE IS MESSAGE, VIOLA IS 
BEING WARNED NOT TO GO SO FAST, AS SOME FEAR HE MIGHT, 

IN DEMOCRATIC LIBERALIZATION. 

3 . INFORMATION CONTINUES COMING IN TO EMBASSY ON 

THIS ODD EPISODE WHICH AT THIS WRITING (8 PM) IS STILL 
IJOT RESOLVED, IN THE VIEW OF OUR HUMAN RIGHTS SOURCES. 

THEY TELL US PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN IN THE PAST "DEMORADA" 

IN SIMILAR PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE SPENT UP TO TEN 
DAYS IN JAIL ON NOTHING MORE LEGAL -- AND APPARENTLY IT 
IS LEGAL -- THAN THE DECISION OF POLICE AUTHORITIES. WE 
HOPE, IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY UNTOWARD DEVELOPMENTS TONIGHT, 
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rO HAVE A FULL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT EARLY TOMORROW. 
CING 


JWZCZ 
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